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GregɅs Greeting 

Messenger 

RapidCityFirstUMC on Instagram 

A couple of months ago I shared an overview of how the 
United Methodist Church is discerning the next steps in ad-
dressing matters of human sexuality. The Council of Bishops 
(COB) recently met and received the final report from the Com-
mission on a Way Forward. The COB voted by an overwhelm-
ing majority to share the work done by the Commission and to 
recommend the One Church Plan. This Plan will be placed be-
fore the special General Conference that will meet in February 
2019. 

According to press releases, here is some of the rationale be-
hind the COBɅs approach. ɈTo honor the work of the commis-
sion, and in service to the delegates to the 2019 Special Session 
of the General Conference, the Council of Bishops will also pro-
vide supplemental materials that include a historical narrative 
with disciplinary implications related to the connectional con-
ference plan and the traditionalist plan. The recommendation 
adopted by the COB reflects the wide diversity of theological 
perspectives and the global nature of the UMC as the best way 
forward for our future as a denomination.ɉ 

The One Church Plan would remove from church law the statement that the practice 
of homosexuality is against Christian teaching. It would give clergy, local churches and 
conferences more freedom with practices that are currently restricted by the Book of 
Discipline, such as performing and hosting same-sex weddings, and ordaining openly 
gay persons as clergy. 

The Traditionalist Plan would retain the current language in the Book of Discipline 
concerning human sexuality. The Connectional Conference Plan would create 3 differ-
ent branches of Methodism where statements and practices on human sexuality would 
vary according to the cultural context. Annual Conferences would need to choose which 
branch of the church they would join.  

Between now and February we are in a season of prayer and preparation. Any state-
ments on which plan is most likely to be adopted are purely speculative in nature. 
HereɅs what I do know with certainty. Our congregation has had and will continue to 
have a call to be in ministry in Rapid City. While we donɅt know the details of the final 
decision on a denominational or annual conference level, any decisions will not change 
the fact that we are here to follow Jesus Christ and to share Christ with our neighbors. I 
confess that I could easily submit to anxiety over the difficult conversations ahead and 
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the unknown conse-
quences of pending decisions. I choose, instead, to place focus on our mission and vision and 
values as a congregation ɀ all of which are rooted in a loving, mighty God who sees and holds 
our future. I believe that future is far greater, far more significant than to allow fear to con-
sume us. I invite you to join me in seeking out the tremendous things God desires for us in 
our work and life together, no matter what may happen in February 2019. 

GregɅs Greeting (-continued) 

Under Construction! 
Buildings needs lots of maintenance. ItɅs time to give several interior spaces in the church 
an update and a fresh look. 

Please be patient and excuse the mess around the first floor of the church from mid-June to 
mid-July. New carpeting will be laid in the nursery, chapel, sanctuary, and parlor dur-
ing this time. ItɅll look great, but it may take a little time! 

There are several ways you can help. 

Sunday, June 17 at NoonɁif you can help clear out the parlor, chapel, and nursery, so 
the carpets can be taken up, please RSVP by calling the church at 342-4498. WeɅll provide 
lunch for all the helpers. Many hands make lightɁand quickɁwork! 

Painters needed! If you can help paint Room 116 and the hallway by the UMW office 
sometime this summer, weɅd really appreciate it. We have the paint and supplies but we 
need the labor to take this room more inviting. This is the room used four times a week for 
NA and AA meetings. Help us make it a comfortable and welcoming space for our guests! 

 

Garden tools needed! If you have tools (rakes, 
pickaxes, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc.) that 
youɅre willing to loan out, some landscaping work 
will be done on the parsonage on June 7. CLEARLY 
MARK TOOLS WITH YOUR NAME and bring 
them to the church by June 6. A group of JROTC 
students will be doing the work, but they need the 
tools to finish the job. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!! 
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Last Month in Pictures 

PrimeTimers birthday party on May 4 

Youth End-of-Year LuauɁMay 16 

Choir Anthem for Dr. Jim 
Feiszli��s last Sunday. May 
20, 2018 

Song: In Dat Great Get-
tingɅ Up Morning, by  
Jester Hairston 

Children��s Sermon on 
Miss Lori��s last Sunday. 
May 20, 2018 














