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Following Jesus is not a solo adventure. Every week, if not every day, 
there are circumstances in our community of faith prompting us to live 
out the scriptural counsel to ɈBear one anotherɅs burdens, and in this 
way fulfill the law of Christɉ (Galatians 6:2). This expression of mutual 
support and accountability not only becomes the means, by which the 
church is strengthened, this is a powerful witness of ChristɅs love. This 
witness is an inspirational force for the sake of the Gospel and provides 
the evidence of our discipleship. 

IɅm placing before us a couple of situations for our attention and sup-
port. The first involves Rick Gilson, our church custodian. For the past 7 
years Rick has cleaned and worked diligently to maintain our facility. 
His consistent efforts allow us to enjoy the beauty and function of our 
building without worry as to whether the facility is receiving proper 
care. A few months ago Rick had surgery for his back. Unfortunately, 
the procedure did not bring the expected results of diminished pain and 
increased mobility. He now must undergo further and more extensive 
surgery in mid-July. HeɅs been advised that his recovery time before re-
turning to work will be 6-8 weeks. 

Rick has insurance coverage. This is the good news. With the previ-
ous procedure and recovery period, however, his paid leave has been 
depleted. He now faces an extended time in which he will have no in-
come for the support of himself and his family. In response to RickɅs sit-
uation, the Leadership Council is inviting all of us to consider making a 
special gift to a benefit fund on his behalf. To contribute, please mark 
your check or envelope with the notation, ɈGilson Benefit.ɉ And letɅs all 
keep Rick and his family in the care of our thoughts and prayers. 

The second item doesnɅt involve money, but rather signatures. Fred and Janell Haynie have 
moved from Oklahoma to the Rapid City area. Our congregation has become their new church home. 
In the course of developing their property, they discovered that a Section Line crossed their property 
through a spot where they intend to build a barn. They are seeking to vacate or move the Line. One 
of the requirements for this to occur is that they need 350 petition signatures from South Dakota citi-
zens who voted in the last election. Because Fred and Janell are relatively new to the area and they 
donɅt live in a densely populated location, obtaining these signatures is a significant challenge. The 
request is a non-political, primarily procedural matter. If you would like to assist the Haynies with 
this petition, please stop by the church office. WeɅll also make opportunities available for you to offer 
your signature sometime between worship services in the next few weeks. 

As we bring focused attention to these persons and needs, I pray weɅll only grow in our awareness 
of and response to other needs in our church family. I know this to be a caring congregation and I 
give thanks to God and all of you for the blessing of being in ministry with all of you. 
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JasonɅs Discipleship Corner 
Hello Congregation, 

I hope all of you are having a wonderful start to your summer. I seem to me that it is flying 
by, you might say that has to do with my age. But I would never admit that. 

Your B45 Discipleship team, is busy working on a fund raiser to offset the cost of some of our 
outreach projects. We are currently helping WRIL with a pink flamingo project. You may 
have been flocked already we would like to thank you for your support. If you are interested 
in being a part of the B45Ʌs and joining us in these fun projects, please let me know. 

We have just finished our Methodist beliefs class. We will be taking a short break for the rest 
of the summer and will be offering new classes this fall. We are planning our all Church Pic-
nic which will be held on Sunday August 20th please clear your schedule and plan on attend-
ing this fun event. 

We will be helping with Hills Alive this year and if you feel called to help us with this contact 
me or any of the B45. There has been a lot of questions about what the B45s are they are a dis-
cipleship group that is putting their faith in action and going outside the walls of the church. 

I pray that you are having a great summer and that you get to spend time with friends and 
family. 

Happy 4th! 
4ƙU92 XYN]UZB2UB2 
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