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Greg s Gireeiing

On a foundation of breakthrough prayer and holy conversation, our congregation has made an historic de-
cision. The acceptance of the MCCI Report and prescriptions at the special church conference on June 14
has established a point of new beginning. We boldly pray this commitment will lead to a fresh and ex-
tended era of new ministry fruitfulness for our church. This will not be an easy or automatic journey, but
with God all things are possible! And so, as we face this new future together, | want to provide a glimpse
of what will be happening in the coming weeks and next few months.

The first major area to be addressed is Prescription Edadership. In many respects, the creation of a
Leadership Board will be a readily managed transition from our current Administrative Council structure.
The Leadership Board will be the primary governing body for the congregation and will be responsible to
protect and champion the vision and values of First UMC. The board will meet approximately 10 times
per year, with a meeting schedule to be determined.

The MCCI Report details the process for forming the Leadership Board. The first step involves interested
persons completing the Leadership Board application. The application form is available upon request
from the church office. The Nominations Committee will have a critical role in reviewing the applications
and conducting interviews for the selection of board members. The committee may also be contacting po-
tential applicants to encourage submission of applications. All applications should be submitted by July
27. By the end of August, the Leadership Board will be introduced in worship, consecrated for service
and begin governance of the congregation.

There is a sequencing in the prescriptions that flows from the initial formation of tpisrd@n Leader-

ship Board. With the board in place, the teams needed to implement the prescriptions of Guest Readiness,
Family Ministry Focus, and Reaching Downtown for Christ can then be named and begin to work with
their respective prescription coaches. All this will begin in earnest over the fall and into winter.

Please mark Sunday, August @s a significant day to be in worship. All our services that morning will

feature a ARecommitment and Commi ssioningo oppor
our mission statement of ATo Make New Disciples
We ol | pray together, asking for Godds empower mer
transform our Rapid City community. On that morning every adult, youth and child present will receive a
symbol of this recommitment in order to be conti

Friends, this is an exciting time to be a part
with all of you to see how God will do mighty things in and through us.

Pastor Greg
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Part of his talk was about the fact

t hat we, too, have
of poverty and plight in our areas

and communities as well. These
pockets are in or near every place

" homes. About inthe US. His plea was that,

1,000 more sleep in tents or similar when we return home, we find
6housingd i n bac kwaystocomrect with thesé pockt h e
woods around the community. ets and seek to make a positive

There is no public water or sew- difference for Christ there as well.

age. People get water from shal-
low wells that are heavy in miner-
als and chemicals. Many are illiter-
ate and uneducated. Itis hard to
believe this poverty exists just

has very few
traditional
homes. Almost
everyone lives
- in mobile

Today as | write this | am in Or-
lando, Florida. | am currently at
Youth2015 6 the national Youth
conference for the Methodist
church. About 4,500 are here at
this gathering. About 240 Youth
and adults from the Dakotas Con-
ference are part of this event. So
far it has been a wonderful experi-
ence for our Youth and adults.

1
Welcome to

BITHLO

An Orange County Community With Pride

So, for us, is that North Rapid or
is it the Cornerstone Rescue Mis-
sion or is it the HOPE Center or is
it one of the reservations spread
across the Dakotas? Together we

Our big group spent Monday
through Wednesday midday work-
ing at various agencies in the Or-
lando area. My team was at one
particular agency all day Monday g
plus half of both Tuesday and miles from so much wealth. can really make a difference for
Wednesday. I t wa sTintg thd UGE Diredtdd wel-t e d our communities. The only ques-

Gl obal Outr eacho dorhe@@)andaxpldinetl aliglebit ti on to us i s, AWl
main O6campusd i s dboutthiareahnve wereinaidh i s Please prayerfully consider your
community of about 9,000 is just what UGO is doing to help improve  4nswer to this question. God

east of Orlando. The community the conditions in this community. bless you all!! - Pastor John
. . Question fo ponder: How can our church R
July Newsletter Blog Highlight: become more externally focused? oSeek the
S o ) peace and
First Steps to Externally Focused cities go toget her Buildinga bridge from the church to .
Ministry roski.1 Now imagine life without another the community is possible for a con- prosperity
sort of bridge-one that spans from your gregation at any stage of life, but not of the City
What do Othmar Ammann, James ¢ hyrch to your ¢ omnnecessarlyeasy. Why domany .
Eads and John Roebling have in com-pyigges and cities go together, churches churches do it? They must. Externall 1) to which |
mon? Their names may notberecog-a n'd communi ti es ar focused churches choose to love ang ey + have car-
nizable, but their accomplishments ple are to be connected to the city, the serve the community for the purpose =5 -
f:gg'ggdaéﬁé;ggswgﬁJST&UZr"i’;h"community, and the world. of fulfilling Jesw=: riedyou to
bridge-building era in America from Anotheégreat bri?g{buil?ir}lg era hasd_ 2 2 ? t lh 'é g :]{L u g :( g ! ¢ E‘ into exile. : ﬁ fe
the 1870s to the 1930s. Eads tamed tH&me. Longregations or all sizeés and in 4 — L
Mississippi River with the St. Louis places are connecting to their communi- m:t trh(l,y ?ngyls:etyouryggo: (;eedls: (&) Pray to the efo
Bridge. Ammann served as chief de- ies, providing good deeds and good ne' °\* . % 77 0N T R g e (U) Lord for it,
signer of New Yor Ieaegple@do@verg,éamWa_ g grisis, _ because if
ington, and Roebling is the acclaimed cities in decay, and schools in need. Ma (Matthew 5:1315) While not easy, > .
architect who oversaw the initial con- Of these churches call themselves leaders of these churches agree thay ; It prospers,
struction of the Brooklyn Bridge, los- 0 e xt er nal | f o cThes e building this bridge has brought life t :
) e : their churches and light to the world. ™2 you too will

ing his life in the process. Bridges
amazing structures that fascinate us
and provide so much connection.

0l magine a world

Externally Focused Chrugaw and
Swanson describe this kind of church as
owilling to step

0
our chyreh ?@NS d Clroijs the street in TO read the rest of the article:
Wariite r8atwWorld Adts' of s8nficg in http:/fwwuw.faithformation

t

prosper

*kk

Imagine London, Paris and Rome 2020.net/uploads/5/1/6/4/ ;
without dry paths across the Thames, order o share the 5164069/five_steps_to_an_ exter- Jeremiah
the Seine and the Tiber. Bridges and nally_focused_church.pdf 29:7
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